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Consumption Alienation in the Internet Age—A Case Study of Contemporary College
Students' Network Consumption Alienation

WU Xuyang
School of Marxism, Hubei University, Wuhan, Hubei, 430060, China

Abstract: With the development of information technology and the improvement of network infrastructure construction, there are
more and more economic activities on online platforms, and online consumption has attracted a large number of consumers with its
convenience and diversity. College students have quickly become the main group of online consumers due to their strong ability to
accept new things and their willingness to follow trends. But in the online environment, the consumerism trend dominated by capital
logic is rapidly developing, attempting to guide more and more college students towards irrational and even addictive online
consumption paths, posing a considerable threat to the subjectivity of college students. The article is based on the Marxist theory of
labor alienation, combined with the theory of consumption alienation in Western Marxism, to analyze the phenomenon and reasons of
contemporary college students' network consumption alienation. From the social, school, and family levels, it proposes solutions to the
problem of network consumption alienation, in order to help college students establish a correct view of network consumption.
Keywords: Marx’s theory of labor alienation; western Marxist theory of consumer alienation; consumer alienation; contemporary
college students; online consumption; alienation of college students' consumption
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