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Abstract: This study explores the issue of market-oriented reform of natural gas prices. Firstly, it outlines the general laws of the
evolution of the natural gas market and pricing mechanism, including the initial growth stage, rapid growth stage, and stable growth
stage. Then, it analyzes the current situation of Chinese natural gas market and pricing mechanism, including the development stage of
the market, current price management methods, and gate station price formation mechanism. Subsequently, the main tasks of
promoting market-oriented reform of natural gas prices were proposed. These tasks include releasing gas source prices and gate station
sales prices as soon as possible, formulating and publishing benchmark price formulas for central defense, accelerating the
development of natural gas market centers, adopting a two part charging system for pipeline transportation in the midstream,
implementing strict cost plus based price controls for downstream local distribution links, and achieving energy metering for natural
gas as soon as possible. Through these reform measures, the degree of marketization of natural gas can be promoted, the price

formation mechanism can be optimized, and the healthy development of the natural gas industry can be promoted.
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