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Study on the Relationship between the Crusades and the Commercial Rise of Venice
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Abstract: Since the Crusade, millions of European people have trekked from the west to the highly civilized southeast, which has
brought about the progress of agriculture and handicraft industry, greatly improved social productivity and promoted the revival of
cities. During this period, Italian cities earned a lot of economic benefits while participating in the war, and began to gradually expand
their ambitions. As for Venice, during the Crusade, it not only divided up the commercial wealth of Byzantine Empire, but also
defeated Genoa, the biggest competitor, and gained better economic conditions than other parts of Europe. Even after the end of the
eastern expedition, Venice was still the distribution and transshipment center of Eastern commaodities.

This paper is mainly composed of three chapters: the first chapter mainly describes the Byzantine trade in the Mediterranean
before the eastern expedition, which is composed of the Byzantine Empire's monopoly on trade and the trade competition between
Venice and Genoa; the second chapter mainly describes the decline of Byzantine Empire after the fourth eastern expedition and its
great influence on Venice's commercial development; the third chapter describes Venice's trade in the fourth eastern expedition
business activities after the reform. Venice's rapid control of Mediterranean trade in the period of Byzantine Empire's decline, coupled
with the merchants' clever use of Venice's unique advantages, enabled Venice to rise rapidly and become a Mediterranean power. The
conclusion is a summary of the whole paper. The rise of the Republic of Venice in commerce is disgraceful. It made full use of the
chaos of war and gained the control of Mediterranean trade. But from a longer-term perspective, Venice's rise in commerce laid a good
foundation for the opening of the era of "Age of Exploration".
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