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The Role of Riverside Greenway in Urban Renewal—A Case Study of the Vitality Ring in
Suzhou Yuanhe High tech Zone

YU Meihui
Chengdu Park City Construction and Development Research Institute, Chengdu, Sichuan, 610036, China

Abstract: Yuanhe High tech Zone is located in the north of the ancient city of Suzhou, a historic and cultural city in China, and is an
important part of the central urban area of Xiangcheng. However, with the continuous improvement of urban planning concepts and
the continuous progress of society, the old urban areas have begun to be unable to match the overall development of the city, and the
various needs of urban residents in the area are gradually not being met. Urban renewal activities are imperative. Urban waterfront
spaces are the most desirable leisure and recreational places for people with inherent hydrophilicity. Riverside greenways are an
important component of urban waterfront spaces, located at the junction of water bodies and land in the city, serving as a link between
natural rivers and the city. They have many functions such as leisure, flood prevention, and display. As an important public open space
in the city, the riverside greenway not only reflects the regional characteristics and overall style of the city, inherits the urban context,
showecases the urban image, restores the natural ecology of the city, but also represents the economic development status and scientific
and cultural level of a city. It is the area that can directly affect people's overall impression of the city. As the "meridians” and "blood
vessels" of the city, the urban riverside greenway involves various aspects of the city's economy, society, and environment, and is a
place where urban vitality is concentrated. Taking this as a starting point, this case links urban renewal with the construction of urban
riverside greenways, attempting to achieve comprehensive improvement of the city through the construction of riverside greenway
systems, thereby stimulating urban vitality.
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